The Doctor;

The wrath of Allah shall overtake those who
leave the world no better than they found it.1

Though the Doctor fails to pass the husband test, he shows solid
ability in arranging the affairs of his teacher's widow. The Doctor
sees in Epifania one of Allah's jokes. He loves the life-beat in
the born entrepreneur,, who is conditioned by her economic environ-
ment to be an exploiter. The alternative ending shows Shaw's
sympathies and illusions about Stalinist Russia. The symbolic
marriage of Epifania with the medical scientist is an alternative
to the marriage of Barbara with the professor of Greek, and Ellic
with Captain Shotover.

Shaw says that his play " docs not pretend to be anything more
than the comedy of humours and curious contemporary characters
such as Ben Jonson might write were he alive now." Shaw criti-
cises the minds and manners of his day. He sketches a plutocrat
in the process of changing herself into a socialistic executive. The
catalyst is the Doctor who treats the penniless, and sets his face
against mammonism. The Commercial Road in London is painted.
The Man and Woman as characters arc individualized. The
psychology of the class to which they belong is convincingly port-
rayed, their fatalism, lack of enterprise and timorousness. Epi-
fania's boxing, and husband-hunt provide the farcical element.
Except the title character and the Man and Woman, the other
characters appear bloodless.

1.   Ibid, p. 1282, I.e.
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